
C A e a n  F r e a k s  - ct 's  makc one thing pcrfcctly clear: 
Clc~ning house, crccpt ro a small min- 

/ c ) r q  oF fnsridic~vs Felix Utiyrr types, is 
rioc frin. It's hard, cimc consr~rning j J and trkcs away f r om o r h c r  rhings 

yuu'd rnthet do. Like x ~ ~ s h  your hair, play \\*it11 
the dog or rcacl K~tka. 

Bur, like dcarh and taxes, hou.eclea~ing is 
cvcr present atld won't go away Fnr some Main- 
lincrs, hr ing a professional clcaning senice is thr 
answer, a perk no longer rcstrictccl ro the rich 
anif fi~n~aus. "It seems silly, lhccai~se Ih m clean- 

cr, but J IWIT sonlebody cfeaning tbc houx every 

orher xvcek," says Kristcn Rcilly of Downing- 
rown, a part-tinic clcaner for Harnilmtl's Cleatl- 
ing Scrvice by night and stay-at-hnme mom to 

Nona, 2, by day. &'It's the last thing I {vant to do. 

I'd mher sprild riiric with Nrma-" 
Ope11 thc locdzl phonr: bm)k. There are mcrc 

than 30 Itstit~gs for local cleaning scrvicrs that 

pron~ihc to do it all-evrn wii~dows, "Our uus- 
tonlers crjvcr a wide raIigr of pcoldc: rwo-career 

familics, working sirrKllc parenrs, a ~ r t l  siiiglcs who 
work inside clr outside ~ h c  houlc,'' says Ken 

Lc~ito. 1t41osc 16-year-old husines, A krsond . 
+ 

Touch, regularly. cleilns about 408 hnrr~ehulds on 5 
the eastern an i l  wcstcs~~ Main Litrc. '"Vc c v c n  5 
have cuscumen rvho don't wc~rk, bur liave lhrce q 
kids, pcts and a busy life. Tllry w.mt 11s thcrc to 
tnmage the c b a ~ s . ~  c 

If you're still managing ).ow oan ch-nr~s, herc j 
are a few tips From the expert5 to ~ m k e  your lifc a 

I: 

Iitrlc rasicr. ! - Make a plan: Gct back in cr~ntrc>l-and i d  ! 



less ovenvhclrncd-by tnnking a l ist  of 
tllc must-do jobs first. This will also 
help you prcparc. Make a nore of what 

prodr~cts or equipment you'll nced to 
do jub SLJ y(111'11 be ready to work. 
LKviru's dcaning teams kecp viral sup- 
plies rogcther in a portable carricr or 
bucker, a strategy ~zhich will save you 

stcps as yvll go. 

Gct rid of zhc clutter. YouTEI he 
anlazed how clean ynur huuse Looks 
nncr you pur everything in its plac'c. 
U M y  big shortcut is not to accurnitlatr a 

lot of t;nlfT,," ~11s Kccbe Rahmnqli, a wlf- 
enlployed srtist and writer from Nar- 
bemh. "It's nu) much t o  dt~st. I reaIlv 
love cvcryrhing in my hnusr, so it's a 

pleasum to clean." 
If you don't know \vticrc to p i ~ r  

that miniature Statue <&Liberty or yom 
gmdnrothcr's H~iitrmel cvllec.don, movc 
it t r ~  a shelf in the bzemenr. Cha~lccs 
arc you won't miss it, and you'll he more 
apt to get rid OF it aItogcthcr. Levito 
suggcs~ kceping cherislled kriickkraacks 
under glilss. ustort things behind glass 
doors, whcrt: you can sce thcni, bur they 
don't wtEeut dust." 

Pick your battles: Jini Irelan~t, who 
along with his wifc Sarah owns the 
Mmharran-bascd cleaning xrvicr White 
Glove Elitc, ailvises thar yvu Jccide 

what's iniportant, then tackle hose lobs 

first. wHow docs thc light coc~lc into 
your ruorn? Those arc tlie areas \vI~crc 
the dirt will show," Irclanrt says. "You 

can spend thrcc h ~ u n  scrubbing potlr 

'bathroom, but pcoplc are going to 

nvricc if thcrc arc spots on the fixntrrs. 

Hit anything that shines, then go back 
for rhe rcst." I f  you'rc havit~g house 
pucsrs, bc surc ru clean t11c Mdgc, Pco- 
ple when hclp tl~cn~selvcs, and a cnzddy 
refrigerator is a tl~rn-ofF, "I never Ieavc 

d i q  dishcq in the sink," says Joe Graci, 
prcsident of Franklin Engineering in  
Ball Cynwyd. "Tt~aa'li m y  job. I c2ou't 
alw,~vs cook, htlt I clan up the kitchen. 
And I vacttum. My xvifc Barb dws c~lcry- 

thing clsc." 
Do JtrsrEng right: Uarl't LISC a damp 

cloth on ?row bascblards. You'll just set 
thr: grin~r. I d a n d  is ;n love with a product 
~ a l k d  thc Scoruhbnte High Pcrk~rnsance 
Clcaning Cloth. It's a rcusablc micro- 

1073 West Baltimore Pike * Media, PA 

"A Delaware County Landmark Since 1962" 

chicken dishes, and tasty homemade soups. Begin your meal with our fresh 
d a d  bar and lmves of crispy, fresh bread. We offer our guests a variety of cocktails, 

wines and beers to complement all our entrees. Open 7 days to serve you. 
Serving lunch and dinner. (Located in front of the Granite Run Mall.) 

Hours: Mm-Thurs. llam-midnight, Fri. and Sat. 1 lam-2am, Sun. Noon-lOpm 
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decorating an 
affordable and 

pleasant experknce. 

1 -800-342-0070 
www.closetcity.com 

fihcr  cfotli t h ~ t  i\.r,rks dl? and wet. "I 
LISC ir tu ovc.~+cz~crytliing froin clirt,ir~c 

to R C I O ~ ~  SII~~I;~CCS ~ l d  \ \ ~ ~ ~ i d o ~ \ i I l s  It's 

1.c.1lly grcdt." 

Lu\'ircr sn!.s clit\r f~+(.c,nl rhc top 
den\ 11. Stf~rt \\,I t l i  ct)h\\ cb5, ceiling fnnr 

and hl1nJ5, hit thc f i ~ ~ ~ l ~ t t l r ~  JIIL~ I~.%>c- 
Iro,\rds, chc~r vacuum Hc IiLcs to ii\c .I 

datlip rag rt )  rcrn(rtrc du.;r, rhcn makc a 

YCCOIIIF p ~ k t  I\ irh .1 poltbi~in~ cloth. ~Mwt 

i l~ l l~o i - r ,~~~t lv ,  11' ~ . c ' c ~ ) ~ ~ i n ~ ~ i i i l a  1111nlti~7- 
in& tlic d ~ ~ r  ,111d dirt tlinr coincs ictro thc 
l i o i ~ ~ c  lw r,ik~iis utl' yolir sliucs in rhc 
mi~tlrt,trr~i, iv~pi i ig  ttlc kirlr' h n ~ ~ c i ~  kc -  

~1iic11tlv ,111~1 kccl>itis vrtiir p c t ~  C ~ C ~ E I ,  

gnxxn'cJ J ~ J  i>lYrh~ f i~~~ l i t k i r c  - 1F,11il\li scrnir:  Jclc I i t ~ h r n r ~ ,  ,I 

~ ~ ~ i ~ r r l l ~ i o l t \ ~ C < t  wnlt I,yr)l, ndvi~cir..s 1rci119 
,tntib,~ctcriaI ~1c3~~c1.s t r l  .irc.I$ ( i t  tlic' 
kitshrri ~ r l d  I~.~r l i rc)r~~it  ivhcrc c r t )~ \  c o i ~ t -  

~ i ' i i i ~ i .a t i (~~ i  i> .I ~ ~ I ~ o I ~ I c ' I ~ I .  "M'.I~cI. ,111~1 
d ~ t c r g ~ r ~ t  dor~'t kill I>nc.rc~*ia," 5,lyr Ru131- 

111 ). "Cn >\\ conramit 1,1rit ru r.,~u 11,rlycn ul 
place.. yrju dtm't r l ~ i l l k  .~h iu~t ,  likc rcfi.~g- 
cr,ltclr door I~ .~ t l t l l c~ ,  d ~ k I ~ ~ l { ~ t l ~ ' i ,  STOC~I* 

ki~t)h\, cor~nrcr top\, crc IJsi l ig ~ i i  dl l t i -  

h.ictcrial p r o ~ l ~ ~ c t  r w  a 10 ~UI.UL'II~ I ~ l c ~ i ~ l ~ -  
to-\\ .I~CI- <OILI tioti  lull^ gcrniq Iwf;)rc t l~c \ *  

hccon~c n prohIc1~ AI~TI~.K~cJ~~,J~ C P ~ I ~ Z ~ C S  

arc ~ir)\i, OII tlic Srrlcury htorc \liclvch, 
hut \.o~i'lI gct thc s,ilric cfYccr hr. putiins 
a rcpular sponge In rhc ~ n i ~ r r r r s ~ ~ i ~ c  .lii~i 

f~ j i p i l l s  i t  ti)r 45 sccosld\ 
Avoid ovcrl i i l l  on thc clcartlllg 

prodllct*. Ycru don't n,mr \.oiir hf)~r\c to 

wlcll llkc a horpinl W,II-L~. UFC a n t i l ~ ~ c -  

rcrrnl prr>cluct\ ~vbcrc  they makc sun\c, 

m?F ern a ~ i y t h i r ~ ~  that rficusfir't rrii~vc. 'l'hc 
\aiijc y ~ ' ~ s k ) r  himiturc .lrlri tlcn~r poli\h. 
\V3\\' huild up ia IlaJ fctr wcmd, i i l i lud- 

t t~g fF<n,rs. If-w>tl likc to 1t5c rnrjrc rlnrur- 
al pndticts, roi15idcr ~rrtr~g hakirlg socla 

ar .I r~c~ti-ahr.r\ir.c cluar~rr In thc kirtrlicn 

V1~l-thshir)riccl baking >c )d,l-now ~vni l -  
.iblc it1 ,I p1.1~ric 'iliakcr--~.~~i hc ~ 5 ~ ~ 1  tor 
c~crytl i inp fri.r>m rclnr)\.r ng t l~c tilrn from 

tlic cotfccpcrr to Jcrdrx i~ ing trmh lanr 

r o  \j.ashing tilc 2nd r~o-\i.ix  moor^ to  
~cruh l~ iny  sho\\.cr surr,lin< "A mi\r i~rc 
of 1cln.cn1 j i~lcc ,111~1 s,111 \ \ o r k ~  \\~OIICICIT 
fi)r \ I l i i~ i~~s l>r,~\\ i111c1 CO\~)CI. ~ v i t l ~ o ~ ~ t  thc 

chc~~iica)c," \.I!\ Ilr,lliraliii. 
T1qick5 t +I' thc rmtlc I ~ \ . ~ r c  1 suggekts 

wiping ulc,ii~ r l i ~ > n ~ ~ r  \\,~llk and  dorwr 
with a thin film (st' ICmu l~  oil, r l ~ c  k m f  
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usuaI1y uwii h r  p o l i s h i ~ ~ g  t i i r~ l i t i i rc .  It 
c~c'arcs A sheen that ~~L-I-CIILS r~ i i ldcw aiid 
IS C J S ~  IO ~ l t . l t l  IICXC tillit' i~~.(>\~i l i I .  An01 h- 
rr tip: Uscd anti-sntic tlrvcr sl~ccts arc 
exccllcnt t i ~ r  cleaning clcct~-o~iica, clc,ui- 

i n i  and rqxllitlg d~gsr at  tl ic smnc ri~nc. 
"I t h i n k  rhc mlo mosr irnpcwtant rips 

to 111ake c l c a ~ i i ~ ~ s  C E S ~ C F  i'i to set t l t ~  
u ~ l ~ o l c  fi1111,ly inut)lvcd and rt, clc.i~l up ,IS 
yrnt go," savs Irvito. "If yrw igrlorc a 

spill in  rlrc ~r~icrt>\rzvc o r  rant l ip~src in 

the sink, i t  takrs J Ic~t Ii~ngcr ti) slc,~n it 
up than \vllcn i t  fil-st happ~ is . "  

T h c  hrjrtcln~ l i~ir  i s  to clta11 \vhat 

shincs, Ilc SUTC thc housc smcll5 fi+esh, 

stash cIt~rrcr and. if gucsts ;~rc c o m i ~ ~ g ,  
usc plcniy of ~,~n~I lcZigh t - i r  hidcs a 

1 i i i t l t i ~ ~ 1 ~ 1 ~ :  of sin%. 

Arid if ?.t>rr dr)n't frcl liks c!caniiig, 
dntl't tccl Iwrl. TI~c'I~L'.II=c o thcn likc yo i~ .  
"Our kitchen floor gcts nlcscicr than 

~ r ~ ) r r I i ~ n g ,  bur clcarling it cvcry day  il; .I 

~ a s r c  c 9 t v  rintc," says a d s r  J o h a n ~ ~ a  D t ~ n n  

uf Bclmont Hills, rtay-at-li~~iir-rn0~1icr 

o f  Evan, 5 and Jnn~ic, 2. "1t.c. Ir~mc~l ~ C I  

Ii\.c. wit11 i t .  I 'd  r ~ r l w r  ilo s o ~ ~ i ~ r l i i ~ l g  

\$ith the kids .~nd clean i t  clncr '1 \vsrk." ' 

Clean Up-Onfinc ... 
Hrrc arc n fc\v ~\chr;itcs tlcstg~icd to 

n~akc yrmr dc.ming cisicr: 
\v~r.\v,c,ilycr-rirg.ctblli: T h c  C ~ r p c r  

ancl Rug 111srit~ltr's h.0111cl~1gr: hi13 n 

coii~prchcns~\~c sccrion ol i  stain rcmv\d;  
I ~ . ~ ~ \ ~ ~ . ~ ~ I ~ ~ E I L ~ ~ ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ T ~ L ' . c ~ I I I :  cllock tirll 

nt'c.lea~~ir~g tips JI I~  rcniodcl i~ ig hints; 

n~u~~~.s,~~~irar?~m;~inrct~,~~~~~:.~o~~~: a dc- 
railurl p i d c  to ,111 kincls c~Fstain removal; 

<vu~t.allabou thc~rnc.cr) i~~: a trcaslirc 
truw of clca~li i ig tips siich .I$ automatic 

diuh\v~ul~ct. dc tc rgc~~r  wr~rk\ ~ c l l  on  rc- 

f i i $ ~ ~ t " ' ~ ,  STC)\'CS. ~ ~ c H ) K ,  WIIS dl ld ~ I J C S ;  
end- 

k s s  I - I i l ~ i s  Ii(lii~ H c l ~ ~ i s c - t y ? ' ~ ) ~  SLIVL~ICS 

likr "clushctl cpg shclls a ~ d  wrltrr I ~ I J ~ C  

a11 cscellnlt scuiircr h r  vnscs"; 

linc-a terrific silc for Iiomc i!iiprtavc- 
ntcllt hint:. gcascd rrl <It)-it-yuttr-xlfc'rn. 

Savs G l o r i ~  Rilhiibur, a fi~ll-time gar- 

JCIKI. and hcl~l~cn~akcr tiram Ro.;cnir)r~t, 
"I gct my Iiuabnltd, Hmk, in\$r)lvcci. Mc 
vacuums, cIci111~ thc ct>ppcr and folds 
laundry for mc." + 

io, D. 
-fft,fier.rll 

D.S., 
' l>vr t f i . v f~  

Delaware County Chamber of Commerce 

Events Qnter v Thursday, Apdl25.2002 
aZ: Drexelbrmk Coffee ConnectJm: 7:30 - 900 m 
Drexet Hill. PA Exm: 9:W em - 4:00 om I 
* dpon b all Ralds of businom Oppamnlty to dlsplay your piducta' 

Conmi Connection nahvorklng event n 8 r v I c ~ a  
= Contds, Games & Fun a Monay M-hlne 

Cyber Cafa Sponaorahlps Avmllable 


